JAMIE
DONALDSON

‘M THE HUNGRIEST
I’VE EVER BEEN’

WELSHMAN JAMIE DONALDSON IS FIRED UP FOR 2012 AS HE TRIES TO BUILD

ON ONE OF HIS BEST SEASONS

—JUSTFOUR YEARS AFTER ALMOST QUITTING.
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amie Donaldson is still without a
win on the main European Tour,
but he’s closing in fast. He's been a
pro for I1 years, but it's 1‘0.1]1}' 0111}'
the last four that have seen him hit
his stride. So what happened to fhnngc
things? Why has it taken so long and how
good can he be? The top ranked Welshman
explains the secrets behind posting his
lowest stroke average ever. and how close he
came to sinking without trace.
Your career is on a rapid rise, but how near do
you think you were to packingitall in? Very
near. | scared mysvH'to death.
When was the turning point? I played two
weeks on the Challenge Tour in South
America in ‘07 and finished 30th in both.
IHooked at my pay cheque for those two
weeks and it was £1,.200. I thought I'd
pLu ed OK, but I said to myself then that if
I didn't pull my finger out I'd have to get a
proper job. Looking at it like a business,
which is what it is, I wasn’t making any
money. [ was losing money hand over fist
and you can't go on like that.
Did you think about what else you might do?
No. I just L’hmwht I'm not getting anything
from it and I wasn't enjoying it. Those two
wecks were a massive reality check. For the
first time I was telling my. self chat golf .
wasn't the future, That was very frightening. |
Golf is all you ever wanted to do? It’s totally me.
I've always travelled playing golf and this is

the only rhmg’ I've ever wanted. That's why
the dn you want to get a job?" question had
such an impact.

What happened? | won the fo“nwing week
How is that possible? [ was scarcd.

You had a back injury which curtailed your
progress in 2006, but what else had been going
wrong? Burn out. I'd worked too hard. Too
much everything, Too much gym, too mnuch |
practice. Overload. System mﬂﬁmguon ;
As simple as that? [n ()6 I was burnt out. 1 ‘
just didn’t want to play golf. I didn’t want 1
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| but golf.
| bll\ll]\g. It's amazing how quickly a weck can

to go to events. I'd just go there, go through
the motions and then go home. I'd simply
practised too much. I'd take two weeks off
and practise every day and then go back and
play four weeks in a row. | look at people
like Simon Dyson and he'd relax more than
me. We'd both take a break and I'd go back
knackered, while he was refreshed.
So you changed things. Now when I take a
week off, I do nothing. I don't hir a ball and
when I go back, I'm raring to go. The
perfectionist bit was doing my head in
massively. I don't even go in the gym now.
But rock bottom to winning? I'd h: ad that
udhty check, The only way was up. May be
I'd released some of the pressure by {umh
up to the reality for once. I'd play aved well
the previous two weeks and T knew that T
didn't have to do much more to turn an
average week into a good one. | ch;mgcd my
putter grip, holed a few more putts and
won. I then played grear the rest of that year
and secured my card on the main tour.
Are you a hard task master? Yes, I'm very hard
to please. Nothing is quite good mmwh

i which puts pressure on my self, Lhmkmu

‘LOOKING AT IT LIKE A
BUSINESS, [ WASN’T
MAKING ANY MONEY.
[ WAS LOSING MONEY
HAND OVER FIST’

! like that. But 1t's just the way [ am.
i What do you do now in your time off? f\m-thing

I've got into a bit of mountain

' go. Tl go out for a ride, spend some (]lmlit“\’
| time w irh llu wife, do some jmbs muud the

_dlclmmq. I'm qmn into gudunng now.
How far can JD go? ['m 35. [ have time. |
could have three years, I could have seven.

- I'd like to think I have at least five.

This is

the hungriest I've ever been.

| What about goals? My goals when I was

younger wete too great. Unachievable really.

| It's better to set targets that I know are

- reachable. I'm always looking now ar the

t World Rankings. Hit the top 50 and kick
-1 on from there. T'm in the 80s now which

- seems like it’s miles down the [ist.

| What would i impress you? Top 30? Yeah, I'd

think ‘now we're getting wnu\\ln.m.

| When you see players like Rory Mcliroy come out
here and make things look easy how does that

| make you feel? There are always reasons for
it and he is incrcdib]y talented. T reckon he's
the best ball striker I've }vlal}'fd with. 1
plaved with him in Switzerland and he's as

| good as anyone I've ever played with. I know
that 1 can't hit it like that.

What do you mean? He hits it longer than me,
- purer than me and straighter than me.

| Better than anyone I've cver seen.

| Isthere one area that you'd like to improve? I'd
like to putt better. You always want to purt
' better. So much is in the short g game,

But | thought you grew up in Pontypridd near a

- pitchand putt course? That's right. My dad
played off five and [ started to caddic for
him. Our house did back onto a pitch and

| putt golf course, so [ was on there a lot.
 That must have improved your short game?

| Well, 've exaggerated. I wasn't on there thar
| much becausc the condition was shocking,

| Dogs used to go to the toilet in the bunkers

and kids used to do the same in the holes.

So, over the next five years we should be seeing

| your best golf? It looks that way. When |

i make that top 50, then I'd be able to play

i abit in America which would be fun. It

i doesn't hold any fear for me. I played the

| US PGA this year and I really enjoyed it.

| But it was so hnt I was dizzy on a couple of
| holes and felt like T was going o pass out. I

{ didu’t do terribly well, but equally, I didn't

i think it was that hard.







